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Hamilton County Mayor’s Office Celebrates Legacybox Academy as Career

& Technical Education Makes a Comeback
Program Expands to The Howard School, Reaches 60 Total Graduates

Hamilton County and Legacybox are proud to recognize the fourth graduating class of Legacybox Academy—a
transformative work-based learning initiative aimed at empowering students in Hamilton County Schools. This
year’s class includes 16 graduates, bringing the total number of students who have completed the program to 60
since its launch in 2021.

As the county enhances its vocational education offerings, programs like Legacybox Academy are making a
tangible impact by providing students with real-world experience. This year, the program expanded to The
Howard School, building on its success with students from Brainerd and East Ridge.

“This is a powerful example of what’s possible when the public and private sectors come together with a shared
commitment to our students’ futures,” said Mayor Wamp. “Legacybox Academy isn’t just giving students a
glimpse of the workforce—it’s helping them take real ownership of their education and career paths, and the
results speak for themselves.”

Legacybox Academy combines paid work experience with academic support, helping local high school students
build critical job skills while earning their diploma. Students work at Legacybox’s digitization facility, preserving
home movies and photographs for customers nationwide while receiving instruction in an on-site learning lab.

“We created Legacybox Academy because we believe in second chances and the power of meaningful work,” said
Nick Macco, Legacybox co-founder. “These students are learning to show up, stay focused, and build
something that lasts.”

To date, 100 percent of participants have graduated high school, and 92 percent have improved their GPA. Most
impressively, 100 percent of graduating seniors have pursued post-secondary education—well above the
Hamilton County Schools average of 74 percent. Students in the program earn $15 per hour while gaining
hands-on experience and life skills training in areas such as financial literacy, resume building, and college
preparation. Forty-four percent of students saved more than $1,000 from their earnings, 40 percent opened their
first checking or savings account, and 15 percent purchased their own cars.

Legacybox Academy will continue to grow its impact in 2025 and beyond, driven by a commitment to
equipping students with the tools they need to thrive both in the workforce and in life.

Click bere to take a closer look ar Legacybox Academy.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9tqJm4jEOKY

